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Abstract  The Achaemenid-Aryan and the Shi’ i-Islamic identities are two core
components of the modern Iranian national identity, and they respectively constitute the official
ideology of the Pahlavi Dynasty and the Islamic Republic of Iran. In the post-Khomeini era, in
order to reconcile the conflict and confrontation between the Achaemenid-Aryan identity and the
Shi’ i-Islamic identity, Iranian history texthooks, while constructing a dual-line progressive
civilization narrative system of ancient Persian and Islam, carefully selected the *external
others” and “internal others” in Iranian history to explore the consistent national spiritual traits
of resisting power, opposing autocracy and emphasizing justice shared by the pre-Islamic Iranian
civilization and the Shi’ i-Islamic civilization, to bridge the tension of dual-identity through a
coherent “resistance narrative”. Although this narrative has effectively alleviated the internal
rifts in Iranian national identity, contemporary Iranian history education still has not been able
to completely shake off the influence of Western views on civilization, national history and
religious history, thereby reflecting the tortuous and long-term nature of the construction of the
Iranian nation-state.
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